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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 28 May 2013 there were present: 

Councillor

Mrs  S Merrikin (Mayor)




Mr    D Atherley



Mr    C Elsmore




Mrs  E Elsmore



Mrs  J  Morgan



Mr    N Penny




Mr    G Prosser




Mr    J Reynolds
District Councillor
Mr   P McMahon
PUBLIC FORUM

There were no members of the public present and no questions were raised.

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies were noted from Councillor C Morgan, Baird, Drury and 

District Councillor Frank Baynham.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Penny declared a pecuniary interest in items 17 & 20 on the Agenda.
3. TO ELECT THE MAYOR OF COLEFORD

It was proposed that Cllr Merrikin be elected as Mayor of Coleford for the coming year.


Proposed: Cllr Atherley

Seconded: Cllr Penny 

On being put to the vote, the proposal was agreed unanimously. 

4. SIGNING DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE
Cllr Merrikin was duly elected as Mayor and signed the Declaration of Acceptance.  She thanked fellow Councillors for their support over the previous year and looked forward to dealing with the fresh challenges which lay ahead.

5. TO ELECT THE DEPUTY MAYOR OF COLEFORD

6. It was proposed that Cllr Kay be elected as Deputy Mayor of Coleford for the coming year. Cllr Kay sent a written confirmation that he would wish to continue in this post. 

Proposed: Cllr S Merrikin 

Seconded:
Cllr Penny
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously and Cllr Kay was duly elected as Deputy Mayor of Coleford.

7. TO ELECT REPRESENTATIVES TO THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES

Finance and Office Committee

Cllrs Atherley, Baird, C Elsmore, E Elsmore  Kay, Merrikin, J Morgan and Penny
Planning Committee

Cllrs Atherley, C Elsmore, E Elsmore, Kay, Prosser, and Reynolds
Highways Committee

Cllrs Atherley, Baird, C Elsmore, Kay, Prosser and Reynolds
Amenities Committee

Cllrs Baird, Cox, C Elsmore, E Elsmore, Merrikin, C Morgan, J Morgan and Penny

Burials Committee
Cllrs C Elsmore, Kay, C Morgan, Prosser and Reynolds

Public Safety Committee
Cllrs Atherley, Cox, Kay, Merrikin, C Elsmore & Prosser, 
Events & Marketing 
Cllrs Baird, Cox, C Elsmore, E Elsmore, C Morgan, J Morgan and Penny, 
REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER COMMITTEES

Forest Health Forum 




Cllr E Elsmore
FODDC Planning Development Control

Any 2 members of Planning Committee 
Forest of Dean Community Safety Partnership
Cllr Kay
Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum


Cllr C Elsmore
Gloucestershire Rural Transport Partnership
Cllr C Elsmore
Christmas Lights Committee



Cllr N Penny
The Halls Charity





Cllrs C Elsmore, Cllr I Baird, 


J Morgan and Merrikin
FOD Citizens Advice Bureau 



Cllr E Elsmore

Forestry Commission Advisory Committee

Cllr D Atherley
Stowfield Quarry Liaison Committee


Cllr C Elsmore
Coleford Area MCTI Partnership


Cllrs R Drury
Bells Foundation





Cllrs C Elsmore C Morgan and


J Morgan 
Coleford Area Parish Forum


 
Wye Valley AONB





Cllr  D Atherley

8. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF 30 April 2013
The Minutes of the meeting held on 30 April 2013 were noted and it was proposed that they be approved.

Proposed: Cllr Penny

Seconded:
Cllr Kay
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously.

MATTERS ARISING

Cllr Atherley asked if  the needle disposal unit was in the car park toilets had been repaired. The Clerk report that the FoDDC had said although it was broken it was safe.
Cllr E Elsmore asked about the progress of the NDP. The Clerk reported that the Council was in the 6 week consultation period.

Cllr Atherley asked if the Angus Buchanan trustees had contacted the Town Council as promised at their AGM. The Clerk reported that no correspondence had been received. It was agreed that the Council would ask for copies of the minutes of the meeting and for clarification of the situation. 
9. POLICE REPORT

There was no report from the police. 
10. TO AGREE PAYMENTS

The payments for April 2013 were noted and agreed.
11. TO AGREE PETTY CASH PAYMENTS

The Petty Cash payments for April 2013 were agreed.
12. MONTHLY BUDGET FIGURES

The Budget figures for April 2013 were noted and approved.  
13. TO REVIEW CTC STANDING ORDERS & FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
The Town Council agreed that this should be referred to Finance and Office Committee and that a thorough review of Financial Regulations should be undertaken this year. 
Proposed:
 Cllr Penny

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan
On being put to the vote the proposals were agreed unanimously.
14. TO INITIATE THE ANNUAL RISK ASSESSMENT
The Town Council agreed that this should be referred to Public Safety Committee to carry out the annual risk assessment. 

Proposed:
 Cllr Penny

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan
On being put to the vote the proposals were agreed unanimously.
15. To Discuss the RURAL BULLETIB NEWSLETTER

As Cllr Baird was not present this was deferred until next month

16. TOAGREE TO SUPPORT THE NEWLAND PC RESOLUTION TP GAPTC AGM 

That is Association deplores the effects that the change in methodology of the calculation of council precepts, by the inclusion of the Local Council Tax Support Grant (LCTSG), could have on Parishes and Towns.
There is no obligation on the part of principal authorities to pass the LCTSG on in part or in full and no guarantee that the LCTSG will not be reduced or discontinued in future.

Although the Parish and Town Councils Precept (Referendum) Bill has failed to make progress in this session of parliament, the threat remains that it, or something similar may be introduced at some stage. The concept of capping of Parish and Town Council precepts and the reduced base upon which that would be calculated is completely contrary to the Government’s stated objectives through the Localism Act 2011.

This Association urges NALC to seek the following assurances from HMG:

1. To oblige principal authorities to pass on in full the LCTSG

2. That if the LCTSG is reduced or discontinued there will be allowed an equal increase in Parish and Town precepts regardless of any other factor

3. If capping is introduced it is based on the gross precept 

4. If capping is introduced it is with a de-minimis level to exclude councils with a turnover of less than £6.5M

Members agreed with the sentiment of the resolution. It was proposed that the Town Council second the resolution



Proposed:
 Cllr Atherley

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan
On being put to the vote the proposals were agreed unanimously.

17. TO AGREE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE EVENTS AND MARKETING COMMITTEE
Members noted the report of the Events and Marketing Committee meeting held on 14 May 2013.  It was proposed that the recommendations be accepted.



Proposed:
 Cllr Atherley

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan
On being put to the vote the proposals were agreed unanimously.

18. TO AGREE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE BURIAL COMMITTEE
Members noted the report of the Burial Committee meeting held on 15 May 2013. 

Most Councillors as requested had visited the cemetery to view the unauthorised stones. All agreed that the style was acceptable and the Burial Committee should review the headstone criteria to include this option.

There was discussion regarding the removal of unsafe headstones from the cemetery to a safe place. Against the advice of the clerk who highlighted the public liability implications it was agreed that the stones be left in situ until the August parish walk around when the matter would be discussed again. 

It was proposed that the recommendations be accepted.



Proposed:
 Cllr Penny 

Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan
On being put to the vote the proposals were agreed unanimously.

19. TO AGREE THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE
Members noted the report of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held on 21 May 2013.  It was proposed that the recommendations be accepted.



Proposed:
 Cllr C Elsmore
Seconded:
Cllr J Morgan 
On being put to the vote the proposals were agreed unanimously.
Cllr Penny left the room 
20. TO AGREE THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FINANCE AND OFFICE COMMITTEE
Members noted the report of the meeting of the Finance and Office Committee held on 21 May 2013 and it was proposed that the recommendations be accepted.
Proposed:
 Cllr Atherley

Seconded:
Cllr E Elsmore
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously

Cllr Penny returned to the room. 

21. TO NOTE THE DECISIONS OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE
Members noted the decisions taken by the Planning Committee meeting held on 30 April & 14 May.
22. TO NOTE REPORTS FROM MEMBERS
The Mayor attended on

17 May 
John Hales Funeral. She spoke of the great work he had done forming Bream Health Forum. 

18 May 
Coalway Recreation Ground Teen acoustic event 

20 May 
Ross on Wye mayor making ceremony. 

25 May 
Royal British Legion Riders event at berry Hill which included a trip in a classic 1920s motorbike. 
Cllr Atherley attended on 

2 May 
3 counties cancer network group. This was the final meeting of this group.

6 May 
Clearwell Flower Festival 
11 May
Parochial parish Council in Bream 

16 May 
Patrick Semple’s funeral 

20 May 
St Johns Ambulance Monmouth AGM where he was elected president. 
Cllr E Elsmore said he had attended the following events:

7 May 
area health Forum which included a talk on the Samaritans and the administration of the service. Cllr Elsmore was impressed at the level of volunteer input.

8 May 
CAB directors meeting 

17 May 
Opening of Lydney bus station and the relocation of Lydney Dial a Ride 

18 May 
Malvern Flower show which featured a natural burial ground garden 

Cllr C Elsmore attended the same meetings
Cllr Cox attended Benefits surgery held in the library and stressed the usefulness of the event.

Cllr Reynolds and Prosser both attended the Bank Street development site meeting. Cllr Prosser also attended the Clearwell Flower Show

Cllr Penny attended on 

9 May 
Practical health & safety training session delivered by MIS to Forest Youth Forum to assist in the planning of their acoustic tea party 

18 May 
Acoustic tea party at Coalway Recreation Ground. Event was organised by Youth Forum in aid of the Forest food ban. 180 items were collected: it was a great success

22 May 
Meeting with the Forest Youth Workers Network regarding volunteering opportunities for youngsters.

25- 26 May 
Attended Cinderford Music Festival. 
23. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

Cllr C Elsmore said he had attended the planning meeting regarding the proposed Sainsbury’s development in Lydney bit that this had been deferred.

The WDPC request for right to bid on the GLOSCOL site at Berry Hill had passed through cabinet at FoDDC. 

The lottery bid for the transport initiative had been successful and the group were now looking to employ a coordinator to identify the key groups and routes in need. The project will run for 5 years. 

FoDDC Full council meeting had been dominated by the election of members to committees etc. He was to sit on Scrutiny committee.

The Allocation plan is about to put out to consultation prior to publication. All the comments referring to Coleford are available form the office. He asked that this should be discussed by Council to ensure they have their input. It was agreed that it would be added to the next planning meeting. 
Cllr McMahon said he was humbled by his resounding victory at the recent County Council elections. He looked forward to working in partnership with CTC to achieve improvements for the parish. He would seek opportunity to speak with the council to develop a way forward. 

He has had a meeting with GCC Highways regarding the proposed £20k allocated for the parish but questioned if this was just an electioneering ploy or a productive use of public money. He would welcome CTC comments. 

Cllr Penny thanked Cllr McMahon for attending as the previous incumbent had attended very few. 

24. CORRESPONDENCE

Members noted the items of correspondence received during March 2013. 
The Mayor reminded Councillors of the meeting with the Chief Executive of South West Ambulance Service on 4 June 2013. The Clerk was request to notify Mr Albert Weager,

The meeting closed at 9.08.
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